Study Guide 

Setting

Remember from the past 2 weeks of lessons, that FICTION texts are made up; they are not true!  In a Fiction text, the author usually is trying to entertain the reader.  

	Setting is a very important part of a story. The setting tells when and where the story happens. It is the place and time period in which a story occurs.



The setting of The Little Mermaid is the sea. Sometimes, the setting can cover many different times and places. For example, a science fiction story about time travel may take place across the deserts of the old West, in jungles filled with dinosaurs, and on a space station circling the earth—all in one story!

You choose a book with this picture on the cover. What can you guess the setting of the story is?
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Let’s practice answering questions about setting:   
1.
	Many years ago, a kind old man had three daughters. They lived in a small town. His girls were pretty, even the youngest one. Her name was Belle. The two older girls went out to parties each day. All they cared about was being popular. They did not go to school or do their homework. Belle liked to stay home and read books. Reading was Belle's favorite thing to do. A strange thing happened when they grew up. Belle became the most popular young woman in the town. People always stopped by her house to talk to her and ask her questions. They knew that Belle would know so much since she read all those books!

What is the setting of this story? 
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A. 
	yesterday at Belle's house 
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B. 
	a few days ago at a party 
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C. 
	today in a town 
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D. 
	many years ago in a small town 


2.
	Mickey raced across the field, his tail wagging. He chased after his boy Miles. They played all day in the warmth of the hot summer sun. Miles and Mickey loved playing hide-and-seek all over the farm. There were so many good places to hide. That day, Mickey found Miles hiding in the barn. After a long day of playing, Mickey and Miles rested under a big oak tree. 

Where and when does this whole story take place? 
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A. 
	by a tree in the spring 
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B. 
	in a barn in the summer 
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C. 
	on a farm in the summer 
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D. 
	on a field in the spring 


3.
	Thunder boomed and the sky flashed on a Saturday afternoon. Trina wanted to scream, but she was too scared. She held her stuffed monkey Bambles close to her and slid under the bed. She always hid under the bed during a bad storm.
     "Trina, come out," her dad called. "It will be fine."
     Trina shook her head and moved against the wall. She was not coming out until the storm was over!
     An hour later, the storm had ended. Trina slowly climbed out from under her bed. She held Bambles in her arm and looked out the window. The sun was shining, and a rainbow went across the sky.

Where does most of this story take place? 
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A. 
	under Trina's bed on a Saturday afternoon 
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B. 
	in a lion's cave in the middle of the jungle 
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C. 
	outside in the rain on a Saturday morning 
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D. 
	in the music room at Trina's school 


ANSWERS:

1.  D.  2. C   3. A

